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Somalia: Want and waste

Battle to stave
off death was lost
before it started

By Richard Ben Cramer
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s father set him down. His eyes stared
blankly toward the afternoon light. He
whimpered

ullaney folt the bay's hard. hot ntestine
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She lingered over breakfast the next day
waiting for Ibrahim. Finally, she set off for
his hut
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She wrapped tape around the IV needi
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The old woman was perplexed
she cried again
Then she removed the vesel from her b
and walked to the spigot The other w:mm watched
iniently as the old woman slowly filled the
‘Saddcaly, e put her finger t her oo and made 1

emptied it

there simply is no

ding of emaciated child

Health officials
optimistic in war
on illness, death

By Scott Winokur
Examiner staff wriler

The typical Somall refugee i & bitter, banetined mother
with 3 starving child at her breast, another growing in her
SR S R R A 1 Bl
workers

e bakesbele sre swollen and
red tinge — signs of 3 protein

eir hair has  bizarre
ety <yndrome

In some instances, when even starchy food is beond
reach, the chidren’s caloriehungry bodies foesd upon
themselves and they soquire the wasted. ghoulish fooks of
conCentratheamp Victms
Asido from malnutrition, the most prevalent afflictions
among efgres i Somal ar pcunans,ubercuos nd
tomomiases. The Latter disease begits afler & microscapic
T ot ) g i i bare fe dging i
um.-n and lungs. After 3 fow days, there is blood in 1he

ng there were floods, which meant masquiioes
caryig . e ety abo truck the i
distriets Boon camys, Kiling the weabest
Wil 1t o e s mplambl tro fooAng
March a Aprid and oo came o ogadsh, 25103
died cach day in the twin camys, which have 3 ol
Jopuiton of 000
Most of the ki were under 5 Al the women said they
¢ sure why. And every
ugh for 10 days” recalls Andrea Kmetz. a Berkeley
nurse who worked in Africa with Medical Volunteers
International, the Bay Area relief agency

“The problem - nobody wore shoes and ihe ki
played in the river. Everyone had worms. /had & bellyful of
wos Mothers took the \'mlamuulul river water and
cooked with 1. We tried to teach them 10 ball it for 31
inutes Geasonlly the mesage gt hroueh

axcarr et dhatn e 4 sevss g
'UJ\(‘ an ol y ied since you have been in the

L en, o v e ettty by O
Ronald Wakdman of the federal government s Atlanta based
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and (w0 other Americans
conducting an epidemiological survey of the emergen

“The rosponse was astronomacal. Abou ot in the
Gedo region said yes, about % percent in the Rorthwest and
15 pere n. In B0 percent of the cases, the mothers
said their chidren i from measles of diarrhea, which kills
sou from fuid loss” Waldrman says.

But these kids weren't at the doors of death when we
first went there. at the request of the Somali Ministry of
Health. It was had, but the ones who woukd drdp had dicd
alrcady. There was a big measlcs die-f before we arrived.
catastrophic epidemic in the winter of 19750

About 2500 chidren were surveyest in the inittal atternpt
to quantify the crisis. Nearl rier were: less than B0
percent of the mgm or height mesian (o healtny 5 and 6

olds. They ‘extremely vilnerable bt not
ropping ke s, uness an epudemic was Superimposed,
ke measks,” says Wakdman

Another 1 10 3 percent were less than 70 percent of the
normal weight for-height ratio and in “imminient danger of
death.”

Taday the stuation i the camys b greatly improved
acconding 1o MVI director Maria Btz and Dr. Bruce
Weninger, 3 CDC epidemiologist who returned (o Somalia

n
i systhe ottty e s drogpe 1o sbout three
ey, o upps arear i o e ul health
workers are teaching the refug N e vl
everincreastng number of \Ilﬂlllrr‘- use filtered Llnh un-v
for cooking and drinking instea of polited Sheh

“The stuation i much more stable.” Weninger sy
Immunization and latrinebullding programs launches n the
fast two years also are beginning 1o pay e health
dividends, he say

153w 3 ot of poor people living in precarious conditions,
but their basic neds are being taken care of * says UNICEF

Africa program officer Jim Mayrides, who recently
returned from Somalia. “Its not a mice place 10 be, but it
better than it was

if it’s used right

face. She stamped 2 foot angrily

The water had a high chiorine content. The old Somal
s sickened

“There s nowhere in the Koran i says anything about
the smell” she: complained

But Elz wis preparee

“That is a punshment d
loves the mos,” she said.
shouted the old woman

She tughed and the ober Somall ommen Lughed a0
the canpcommander ighed kit N hewd becks

They all flle up at the spigot.

“That was the only time in Somalia | knew | had done

something right,” says Eitz

ned by Allah for prople he

~Seott Winokne
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